
Music Boosters Virtual ZOOM Meeting 
October 6, 2020   6:00-7:00pm 

 
Attendees:  19 people attended 
 
Thank you to parents who were able to attend the meeting.  If you were unable to attend, here is a 
summary of what you missed.  Be sure to join us for our next meeting. 

What Music Boosters Does: we support Roosevelt’s music program in many ways, but especially by 
raising money to purchase needed supplies, fund virtual field trips and other educational opportunities, 
and providing support to our music teacher by writing grant requests, coordinating events and providing 
administrative assistance. 

Introductions: Nathan Elias-Kocivar – Music Teacher; Elizabeth Newlin – current Chairperson; Pauline 
Trevino – Next year’s Chairperson; Sonya Harris – Community volunteer.  A warm welcome to all parents 
and to Principal, Mr. Steinberger. 

Current Music Program:  Every 6th Grader will be enrolled in a 9-week course this school year.   6th, 7th 
and 8th Graders also have the option of taking a Music Elective, either Band or Orchestra, that meets 
multiple days/week on-line from 8:45-9:45 throughout the entire school year. 

Current Funds/Needs: Music Boosters, through RooFriends, currently has $4,900 available (raised last 
year).  Monies are needed for ongoing instrument strings, reeds and rosin replacements.  With Covid-19 
and the need to socially distance, we are looking for new ways to enhance the music education 
experience of our students before knowing how much money will be needed, so currently there is no 
specific goal.   

• In past years, the major fundraiser was parking cars on Roosevelt campus; this is not an option 
right now.   

• For several years, Music Boosters has sponsored a Musical Tree Fundraiser 
(https://friendsofroosevelt.org/musicaltree/) which has been successful.  After general 
discussion, all present seemed to think this was a good idea. 

• In the meantime, all parents are encouraged to sign up for Smile.Amazon.com 
(FriendsOfRooseveltMiddleSchool)  

• Mr. Kocivar has used “Donors’ Choose” in the past and will do so again this year. 

Ideas for Student Activities/Performances and Engagement 

• In past years, activities have included attending SD Symphony’s Young People’s Concerts, 
participating in competitive events like the Coronado Jazz Festival and the Forum Music Festival 
(which included an afternoon at Knott’s Berry Farm), performing for their own student body, at 
local Elementary schools, the SoNo Fest in N. Park and attending Master Classes where 
professional musicians came to Roosevelt and talked about their instruments, their careers and 
performed.  A one-week Summer Music Camp for 6th graders worked very well in the past.  

• Some ideas under current restrictions include a virtual studio tour with local professional 
musicians, virtual field trips to performing arts venues, and parent-organized outdoor 
performance opportunities that are safe and socially distanced.  Mr. Kocivar suggested a “virtual 



ensemble” performance, perhaps for the holidays, where each student records his/her section 
and then all recordings are melded into a piece that includes student performance and videos. 

• Parent participants suggested some possible outdoor spaces like the amphitheater in the Boy 
Scout camp on Upas, Starlite Theatre in Balboa Park, perhaps a Fundraiser concert downtown 
near condos or apartments where residents can watch.  Liz Socco volunteered to help.  Another 
idea was to have an online auction with one of the suggested items being 4 tickets to Disneyland 
which are free to 501 (c)3 organizations.  

• Virtual concerts for our feeder schools would also be considered as a recruitment tool.  If any 
parents continue to have connections with McKinley, Jefferson, Birney, Garfield, Florence, 
Sherman Heights, Grant or Golden Hills, let Elizabeth know. 

• Most parents felt that we need to get past the “cold & flu season” and perhaps not until next 
Spring to schedule a live performance.  Many stressed that events would need to be very well 
planned with rules and regulations. 

• Your ideas and suggestions are truly valued.   

Next Zoom Meeting:   Mark your Calendars:   Monday, November 9th  6:00-7:00pm 

               Monday, December 7th  6:00-7:00pm 


