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Music Takes Center Stage 

 
Decades ago, music education was offered at many public schools. Today, with dwindling funding and 
modern priorities, it is exceptional to find a public school with music classes. At Roosevelt International 
Middle School, music is the heartbeat of a strong International Baccalaureate Program that offers 
students several electives including art, engineering, ASB, peer mentoring, band and orchestra. 

For the 2019-2020 school year, Roosevelt’s vibrant music program takes center stage with an expansion 
to six classes for students of different skill levels. Seventh and eighth graders, in band or orchestra, will 
receive more instruction and rehearsal time at the appropriate level than previously. These classes are 
integrated into the regular school schedule, from 7:30am to 2:30pm. Classes are taught by an energetic 
jazz musician, Nathan Elias Kocivar. “It is a dream come true to share my love of music with students at 
such a capacity.” 

Music is a performing art, so band and orchestra students are given many opportunities to perform 
beyond the classroom, including music festivals (Knott’s Berry Farm, Coronado JazzFest, CMEA), 
outreach programs, school concerts and special events. “It was inspiring to be surrounded by so much 
music at JazzFest,” says Samantha Chamberlain, 8th grade keyboard player. “I learned to listen more 
thoughtfully to music from great musicians and to my fellow students in order to produce awesome 
music as a team.” 

Sixth graders may take an introduction to music after school where they can prepare for band or 
orchestra classes later on. Learning about music fundamentals is essential to success in playing an 
instrument in 7th and 8th grades. 

Come hear Mr. Kocivar’s band and orchestra students perform at Roosevelt’s annual IB Fest on  
April 30, 2019 at 5:30pm. Be ready to groove to the beat! 

–Jennifer Ayala, parent of students at Roosevelt and Birney and a board member of the Friends of 
Roosevelt Foundation 

 
 
 

 

 

 


